A WatcHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

@he IMestfield Teader and The Scotch Plains - Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, May 7, 2015

Page 25

Westfield School District
Art Show Open to Public

WESTFIELD — The public isin-
vited to attend the 31st annual
Westfield Public School District’sArt
Show, which will be held in the
Westfield High School varsity gym-
nasiumfromTuesday, May 12through
Thursday, May 14. A sampling of
hundreds of artwork created by stu-
dents representing all 10 public
schoolsand gradesranging fromkin-
dergarten through twelfth will be on
display at the annual show.

On Tuesday, May 12 and Wednes-
day, May 13theartwork canbeviewed
from 9 am. to 4 p.m., and in the
evening from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

VisitorsarealsowelcomedonThurs-
day, May 14, from9am. to 2 p.m.

Graphic art, sculptures, ceramics,
charcoal and pencil drawings, water-
colors, fabric arts, painted furniture
and other work of Westfield Public
School studentswill be exhibited.

LindaKing, Supervisor of FineArts
intheWestfield Public Schools, noted
that the annual exhibit is “an out-
standing cultural event in this com-
munity. TheArt Show isawonderful
opportunity to exhibit hundreds of
various art media created by our tal-
ented students under the direction of
dedicated art educators.”

Shakespeare's The Tempest
At Farmstead Arts Center

BASKING RIDGE — The Lord
Stirling Theater Company, anew the-
ater company basedinBaskingRidge,
is proud to present William
Shakespeare's The Tempest, its sec-
ond production in association with
Farmstead Arts Center.

The Lord Stirling Theater Com-
pany isadynamicnew community of
creativeartistscommitted to present-
inginnovativetheater for diverseau-
diences, through readings and full
productions of classical theater and
new works, as well as exploring the
American experience through com-
pelling productions that illuminate
and celebrate our history, cultureand
literature.

Performances of The Tempest are
on Friday, May 8 and Saturday, May
9 a 8 p.m., on Friday, May 15 at 8
p.m. and Saturday, May 16 at 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m., and on Friday, May 22 at
8p.m. and Saturday, May 23at 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults
and $10 for seniors, children under
12 years, and members of Farmstead

Arts Center. For ticket sales, visit
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-
tempest-tickets-
167050592827aff=es2 or
www.farmsteadartscenter.org. The
Farmstead Arts Center is located at
450 King George Road, Basking
Ridge, NJ, 07920.

The cast of The Tempest includes
Fred Dennehy of Cranbury as
Prospero; Lisa Black as Ariel,
Danielle Levitt as Trinculo, Katy
Cockrell as Miranda, and Sharon
McGuire as Gonzala, all of whom
hail from Westfield; Jack Cibrian as
King Alonso and Matt Guerra as
Ferdinand, both of whom hail from
Sayreville,NJ; Maxwell C. Blackriver
of Mendham, NJ, as Sebastian; Lee
Grabel sky of Monroe, NJ, as Stefano;
Allan Gershenson of Linden, NJ, as
the Boatswain; and Peter Curley of
South Orange, NJ, asAntonio. Will-
iam Ward of Basking Ridge, NJ, di-
rects and designs this unique inter-
pretation of one of William
Shakespeare's most beloved plays.

Concert to Benefit Kaith
Knost Special Needs Tr ust

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Seriesconcludes
its fifteenth season by presenting a
very special night of music, hosted by
NJ-based Singer/Songwriter, Scott E.
Moore. Theconcert will takeplaceon
Saturday, May 9, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, 1 East
Broad Street (corner of NorthAvenue)
inWestfield. Doorswill open at 7:15
p.m. and the concert begins at 8 p.m.
Admission is $20 on line and $25 at
the door.

This concert will benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Fund. Tickets
can be purchased onlinein advance --
at the discounted price -- by going to:
songwritershang.eventbrite.com

In 1998, Scott E. Moore started a
monthly song-writer performance se-
ries called The Writer's Hang at the
now defunct Liquid Lounge (later
known asthe Goldhawk) in Hoboken.
It was the first listening room-type
show inthearea, akintoalivingroom
concert in a bar, where Scott would
play onceamonthwith 2 guestfriends

from the national and loca music
scenes. The seriesran for ten years.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Seriessupportsthefollowingchari-
ties: Homefirst (Plainfield), Habitat
for Humanity (Plainfield), the Com-
munity Food Bank of NJ(Hilside) and
the Keith Knost Special Needs Fund
(Mountainside). Each beneficiary has
at least one concert dedicated to it
during the season.

TheKethKnost Specia NeedsTrust
isthebeneficiary of thisconcert. Keith
Knogt is a former Summit resident
who was paralyzed from the chest
downinahorrific car accident in Oc-
tober of 2000. For more information
about KeithKnostandtheTrust, goto:
http://mww.makingcontact.com/keith/

For moreinformationabout theCof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series,
theupcomingperformance, or waysin
which to get involved with the series,
please visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org. You
can aso cal the Concert Hotline at
(908) 412-9105.

New Jersey Youth Symphony
To Perform Spring Concerts

NEW PROVIDENCE —TheNew
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS)
Philharmonia, Fortissimo Flutes, and
Clarinet Ensemble will perform a
Spring concert on Sunday, May 10 at
3 p.m. at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center at 1601 Irving Street
inRahway. Ticketsare $15 for adults
and$10for studentsandseniors, avail-
able by calling (908) 771-5544.

Philharmonia, an introduction to
the symphonic experience for stu-
dentsingradessix tonine, isthefirst
ensemble in the NJY'S family that
combines al instrument families—
brass, woodwinds, strings and per-
cussion—in a full symphony. Con-
ducted by Mark Gunderman,
Philharmoniaexplorestheorchestral
repertoire of great composers, ar-
rangementsof masterworks, and mu-
sic written especially for youth en-
sembles.

FortissmoFlutes, aneliteensemble
consisting of eight advanced high
school musiciansrepresentingthebest

of the best from around the state,
performs on piccolo, ato and bass
flute, in addition to the traditional C
flute. Fortissmo Flutes frequently
appear in concerts and interactive
eventsthat provide adynamic musi-
cal experience for the audience. Un-
der the direction of conductor Diana
Charos Rellly, Fortissimo Flutes not
only perform but also act as mentors
within the NJY S community, inspir-
ing younger studentsto strivefor ex-
cellence and encouraging a lifelong
love of music.

Exploring deeply theuniquequali-
ties of clarinet playing, the NJYS
Clarinet Ensemble for students in
grades eight to 12 performs every-
thing from new commissions to the
landmarksof theClassical repertoire,
challenging and inspiring studentsto
reachtheir full potential inensemble
playing. Under thedirectionof Bryan
Rudderow, students have the oppor-
tunity to play Eb Soprano, Alto, and
Bass Clarinets.

Masterwork Chorus
Continues Director Search

SUMMIT -TheMasterwork Cho-
rus continues its search for a new
musi c director withthe performance
of “Resounding Joy” at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, May 9, attheCalvary Epis-
copal Church, 31 Woodland Ave.,
Summit, N.J. The program, under
the direction of candidate conduc-
tor, Dr. Christopher Shepard, is a
celebration of the joys of life, and
features music ranging from the
majestic sounds of Bach’'s Sicut
L ocutus Est and Handel’s Sing unto
God to the quiet reflections of
Charlton’sTo SeeaWorld, amoving
setting of the Blake poem of the
samename. Ticketsare$25for adults
and $15 for students, and are avail-
ablethroughtheMasterwork website

www.masterwork.org, by calling
Brown Paper Tickets at (800) 838-
3006, and at the door.

Mr. Shepard is one of the two
finalistsselected fromtheinitial field
of 42 applicantsfor the music direc-
tor position. Much in demand, heis
currently the music director of the
Dessoff Choirs in New York City,
conductor of the Worcester Chorus
inWorcester, MA, and artisticdirec-
tor of the professional chorus
CONCORA based in New Britain,
Connecticut. Christopher Jennings,
recently appointed organist and choir
master at Calvary Episcopal Church,
and pianist Carol Walker, an award-
winning conductor in her ownright,
aretheaccompanistsfor theconcert.

ESTATEELEGANCE...Thissplendid all-brick estatehomesituated on nearly an
acre of manicured gardensisone of four grand residencesto be featured on this
years Saturday, May 9 Tour of Notable Homesto benefit NJ Festival Orchestra.

Annual Tour of Notable
Homes to Benefit NJFO

WESTFIELD - “From Gothic to
VictoriantoNewYork Industrial-style
toautomotiveinnovationto Mother’s
Day celebrations, there’s something
for everyoneaswe, the Friendsof NJ
Festival Orchestra, present our thirty-
first annual Tour of Notable Homes
thisSaturday, May 9, 10a.m. through
3p.m.,” accordingtoMichellePierce,
co-chair of the event.

Participantson thetour, whichisa
major funding sourcefor the orches-
tra, will seefour different homesthat
have been recently renovated and
decorated. All areinWestfield. This
year the tour will include a group of
specidty cars.

“To see the Gothic-style manor
house alone is worth the cost of the
ticket,” Jennifer Colamedici says. “It
recently underwent acomprehensive
remodeling. The architectural ele-
mentsand amenitiesarenothing short
of fabulous! | am especially pleased
that the homeowner has generously
invited ustotour all four floors. Each
roomisajewel of authenticity, whimsy
and beauty.”

Pierce tells us that the Victorian
houseissituated two blocksfromthe
center of town. She explains that
much of the 19th century tradition
remains but there are plenty of up-
dates, andthehomehasbeen* kicked-
up anotch” with the addition of New
York industrial-style elements. This
homeal so containssomeoutstanding
environmental touches: thegreenroof
over the porte-cochere, therecycling
chuteinthekitchenmadefromanold
ashdump, thesalt-water pool warmed
by solar panelsand lots of reclaimed
materials.

“The nineteen twenties roared in
Westfield as they did in most of the
nation after World War 1,” saysAli-
ciaBarker, President of the Friends.
“The neoclassical colonial home,
circal1924, on thetour isthe perfect
homein which to raise children and
do alot of entertaining. Not only is
thereawinecellar, but awinetasting
roomaswell. Thekitchenisafabu-
lous space all done in Carrara
marble.”

Pierce outlines the charm of the
large home that dates back to the
Great Depressionin 1929. “Asseen
fromthestreetitisareal beauty,” she
enthuses. “It'sall brick construction
on nearly an acre that has been pro-
fessionally landscaped. There are
wonderful updatestothelargerooms
and open plan within that make for
perfect 21st century living.” Shealso
thinks*“tourists’ on May 9will enjoy
seeingtheoriginal chestnut millwork
and oak flooring.

Inadditiontothefour magnificent
residences, specialty carsfromacross
the decades will be presented, add-
ing a new dimension to this year’'s
tour. Carsincluded are a 75-year-
old one-of-a-kind Cadillac 60 Spe-

cial built for the president of Gen-
eral Motors, a fully restored Pro-
Touring Plymouth Barracuda, alim-
ited edition Ferrari F430 Scuderia
and an award-winning all-electric
TeslaModel S, the very latest in the
evolution of electric automobileen-
gineering. Therewill evenbearaffle
opportunity to “Win a Tesla for the
Day.” Thedrawingwill takeplaceat
close of tour but winner need not be
present to win

The tour includes live music per-
formedinsideeach homeby the Jun-
ior Musical Club of Westfield. In
addition, therewill beaplant sale of
seasona booms and herb medleys,
ideal for Mother'sDay giftsor just to
brighten your own home. Refresh-
ments will be served, and luxury
raffles of themed basketswill tempt
tourgoers to bid.

Norman L uka, President of theNJ
Festival Orchestra Board of Trust-
ees, observes, “ TheFriendsaretruly
the ‘wind beneath the wings of the
orchestra’. Without the proceeds of
this massive undertaking each year,
we could never make our world-
class professional music possible.
Our heartfelt thanksgoto TheFriends
members, theassistanceof their fami-
lies and the generosity of the ‘no-
table’ homeowners.”

The orchestra’s Music Director,
David Wroe says, “What afabulous
day out on this Mother’s day week-
end! | am anxious to tour these fan-
tastic homes, and enjoy the music,
luxury cars and raffles. | and my
family look forward to seeing you
there.”

Ticketsfor thisyear’sTour of No-
table Homes are $35 and can be
purchased on-line at
www.njfestival orchestra.org. Onthe
day of thetour ticket prices are $40.
Tickets can also be purchased at the
following areastores: Baron’s Fam-
ily Pharmacy, Westfield; The Town
Book Store, Westfield; Christoffer’'s
Flowers and Gifts, Mountainside;
Norman’'s Hallmark, Fanwood, and
Periwinkles, Cranford. Further in-
formation is available at
www.njwestival orchestra.org or by
visiting the Friends of NJ Festival
Orchestra on Facebook.

WHS Grad Wins

Miss Maryland

WESTFIELD — Madllory Rome, a
2013 graduate of Rider University
and 2009 graduate of Westfield High
School recently won The 2015 Miss
Maryland Intercontinental Pageant.
Mallory was aMusical Theater Ma-
jor in College and dreams of becom-
ing aprofessional actress.

In addition to her Miss Maryland
Crown, she has already landed mul-
tiple acting roles and been featured
on several television newsprograms.
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‘Success at Cranford
Dramatic Club Theatre

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD - There are old
“chestnuts’ inthemusical thesterworld
that needabit of brushing off tolet their
truebeauty shine. Suchisthecasewith
How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying, a musical by Frank
L oesser, AbeBurrows, Jack Weinstock
and Willie Gilbert. It was first pre-
sented on Broadway in 1961 starring
Robert Morse and Rudy Vallee who
reprised their roles in the 1967 movie
verson. TheCranfordDramaticClub’'s
(CDC) production, which opened last
weekend, is polished to a mahogany
hue that, as the spotlight hits, is daz-
zling.

The story revolves around an ambi-
tiouswindow washer, J. Pierpont Finch
(Shane Long), who fantasizes about
beinginthecorporateworld.A narrated
self-helpbook by thesamenameasthe
musical giveshimstep-by-stepinstruc-
tions to reach the success he craves.
After Finch literally bumps into
JB.Biggley (Rich Maoy), Chairman
of the Board of World Wide Wicket
Company, Finchusesthat factintofina-
gling ajob from personnel head Mr.
Bratt (Guslbranyi). Throughaseriesof
half truthsand fortuitouscoincidences,
Finch works hisway up the corporate
ladder.A focusedyoung secretary, Rose-
mary Pilkington (Emily Greenberg),
hasanimmediateattractiontohimand,
along with her co-worker and friend
Smitty ((Lindsay Braverman), assists
himinhisquest.

Ms. Greenberg’srenditionof the’ 50s
philosophy expressed in “Happy to
Keep His Dinner Warm” isn't sung
with the traditional sweet, wistful
dreaminess of ayoung woman of that
time. Her presentation seemsto come
fromastrong, amost belted version of
a sdf actualized woman of 2015. It's
only onthereprisesof thesongthat Ms.
Greenberg’s tender, sweet voice
emerges.

That's an interesting change. With
director Jeffrey Fiorello and musical
director Jack Bender at the helm of
thismusical flashback tothelate* 50s,
onemight expect changes.A welcome
one appears, delightfully, in the char-
acter of Mr. Biggley. Mr. Mal oy’ schar-
acterization of him isn't quite as
cartoonish as Rudy Vallee's or Tony-
winner John Larroquette in the 50
anniversary Broadway revival. No,
even in his nicely coordinated Satur-
day golf outing attire (many versions
have mismatched plaids and balloon
pants) Biggley isplayed asamanipu-
lated, opinionated pawn, but certainly
notabuffoon. WhenMr. Maloy croons
to his secret mistress Hedy LaRue,
“LovefromaHeart of Gold,” he’snot
doing it tongue in cheek.

Hedy, played adorably by Dana
Patrice, is not the traditiona buxom
bimbocharacter;instead, Ms. Patriceis
a curvy gal who knows just how to
wiggle her hips and booty to the max
and flash her million dollar smileteas-
ingly. When shefirst appears onstage
asthe new secretary, dl of themenin
the company ogle her and in the fun
song “Paris Original,” no other girl
seemsto exist in theroom.

Andah, what dancing thisshow has!
Bob Fosse's original choreography is
beautifully presented especialy inthe
jazz infused “Coffee Break”, in
“Cinderella Darling,” a rousing tap
number, in “Grand Old lvy” replete
with leather-helmeted football players
andthememorabletune, “ Brotherhood

of Man” There's not one song and
dance number that doesn't click. The
male dancers, particularly, are spec-
tacular in their execution of intricate
moves. The “Company Way” in the
mailroomwith Mr. Twimble (Joe L eo)
isanespecially fast- paced number that
requiressplit-secondtiming. Choreog-
rapher M eganFerentinoshasassembled
acast of maledancerswho aretalented
enough to do her brilliant choreogra:
phy justice.

Other standouts in this cast of
standoutsare: M's. Braverman, playing
Smitty, isespecially snappy inthesong,
“Been a Long Day”; Gus lbranyi is
hysterical as Bratt, the company man
whoflipflopsinhisopinionsfasterthan
a hooked flounder; Scott Baird plays
Bud Frump perfectly by milking the
last drop out of every funny bit he's
given. Speaking of funny, Miss Jones
(ArleneBritt)—cladinorthopedicshoes
andoldmaidmannerismsanddress—is
a scream in her transformation and
ShaneLongisthequintessential Finch
but with a much better singing voice
than the originator of thelead role.

A full bodied seven — piece orches-
tra, under the masterful direction of
keyboardist Jack Bender, never over-
takes the performers in the intimate
CDC Thestre.

The beehive inspired three-tiered
sleek backdrop set by Christopher
Abbott suggestsacity’ sbustling build-
ings. The buildings' interior sets, with
functional, movesble sets of typing
desks, the board table or washroom
basinsand mirrors, arewhisked onand
off effortlesdy by StevenDouches stage
Crew.

Fiorello productions aways boast
amazing set decoration and spot on
costumes. Thedirector’scolor coordi-
nated vision is brought to life by a
costumecrew of four. Eventhehairdos
(Raven Dunbar), for themost part, are
reflectiveof thelate' 50s. Mark Reilly’s
lighting design hits the mark on the
center stage as well as the two side
alcove playing aress.

Often at revivals of How to Succeed
in business\Without Really Trying, the
word “dated” is used. Be clear: the
show isa period piece with crinolines
plumpedfull skirtsor skintight sheaths
that echo back to the time of typewrit-
ers, sexud harassment of womeninthe
corporate world, and mae dominated
companies. Likethe TV megahit“Mad
Men,” it's not dated, it successfully
harkens back to another time.

It runsFriday and Saturday at 8 p.m.
for the next two weekends with a spe-
cid 2 p.m. matinee on Mother's Day,
May 10.

NJY T Announces

Opening for Cabaret

ROSEL LE PARK — Performances
of, New Jersey Youth Theatre's
(NJYT) summer production, Caba-
ret, will kick off on Friday, July 17 at
the Westminster Arts Theatre at
Bloomfield College.

“Our production of Cabaret will be
aspecial event, especialy sincewe' re
havingour premier at theWestminster
Arts Center. Bloomfield and the sur-
rounding townships are wonderful
supporters of the arts and we're so
excited to be working with
Westminster,” said Cynthia Meryl,
NJY T’ sArtistic Director. Sheadded,
“Any one who is sad to see Cabaret
leave Broadway just has to drive
acrosstheriver to New Jersey to see
afirst rate
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Secure your time-slot
now! The Studio is now
registering for both the
SUMMER and FALL
SESSIONS, for all age
groups. Call now for
more information.

Paul Nozzaro r‘\[L
Music Studio ™ /

VISIT US ONLINE AT . L‘
www.NazzaroMusic.com
OR CALL 908-232-3310
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